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thirds of the assets of the landlords; and that rule created
a degree of suffering to the people greater than all the
wars of the first half of this century. That rule was ulti-
mately abandoned in 1855, and the Government demand
was fixed at one-half the rental of the landlord; and is it
fair that we should go back in the Central Provinces to
the old rule which our experience has taught us here to
be harsh and cruel to the cultivators ? If the people had any
control over the executive action in the Central Provinces,
the tampering with the old established settlement rules would
not have been allowed. If the people had been represented
in the Viceroy's Executive Council to pres,s these matters,
no Viceroy of India would have permitted such departure
from the usual settlement rules, a departure which has been
disastrous in its consequences on the condition of the people
and increased the deaths from famines in the Central Pro-
vinces.
Gentlemen, I have detained you longer on this subject
than I had intended, but the importance of the subject is
my excuse. I state my deliberate opinion, based on a care-
ful study of the question for thirty years, that the land-
revenue arrangements in India are responsible, not for
bringing on famines, but for deepening the effects of these
famines; and secondly, that if the position of the cultivator
wa»s assured, if the demand from him were fixed within
equitable and fixed limits, loss of lives could be prevented
on the occurrence of famines, as it has been prevented in
Bengal. British administration has done much for us; it
has given us internal peace, it has given us education, it
has brought us nearer to western civilisation. But British
administration has not performed all its duty so long as the
country is desolated by famines, unheard of in any other
civilised and well-governed country. My conviction is, and

